The introductory media curriculum 
Some lessons from experience. 


Recently I was asked by a fdm director from a developing country about how I taught 
introduction to media. This person was hoping to set up a program to teach emerging 
film and video makers and wanted to know how I taught introductory courses. At first I 
tried to describe such courses and the main textbooks and projects and so forth. But on 
retrospect I realized that there are so many individual variables, that such advice would 
have at best only a crude usefulness. What seemed far more important, on further 
reflection, was to talk about two things. First, the underlying fundamental ideas of 
teaching media both as a practical hands-on activity (making), and as a critical, reflective 
activity (analyzing) are relevant across time, space, and cultures. Second, some specifics 
help flesh out how someone might apply the first and give them the confidence to alter 
things to fit their own situation. 

That is my aim here. 
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